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and her commitment to public’s right to access 
their government. Monterey County is a far 
better government because of her service. I 
join all the Supervisors she served under in 
wishing her husband Larry, her son Lance and 
her grandchildren a great new life together 
and thanking her for making the job of Clerk 
of the Board an exemplary one.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I have the dis-
tinct honor to stand before this Congress 
today and honor an individual who knows the 
meaning of sacrifice, duty, and honor. In 1942 
Russell Larson was a 17-year-old high school 
junior with a lot to look forward to. He was a 
young man who loved his country, a country 
that had recently been forced into World War 
II. Motivated by his deep sense of patriotism, 
Russell quit school, joined the Navy, and 
spent the next six years in service to his na-
tion. 

When Russell came home from the war, he 
married his beloved Marie and eventually set-
tled down as a splicer for the phone company, 
a job he held for 31 years. Today Russell and 
Marie are the proud parents of two children 
and three grandchildren. They live in Grand 
Junction, Colorado, where they are retired and 
enjoy bowling, traveling, and staying fit. De-
spite all of their blessings, there is one thing 
that has eluded Russell—the diploma he sac-
rificed in the service of his country. 

Russell gave up the chance to graduate 
from high school 50 years ago when he en-
tered our armed forces—or so he thought. 
This week, at the age of 77, Russell Larson 
will march in ceremonies at Fruita Monument 
High School to receive his high school di-
ploma. Thanks to a law recently passed by the 
state of Colorado, Russell and his fellow vet-
erans who left high school early in the service 
of their nation can now receive their high 
school diploma. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Russell Larson and commend him for his serv-
ice to his country. He and the other heroes of 
‘‘the greatest generation’’ defeated totali-
tarianism and fascism, ensuring the freedom 
of all Americans. Russell left the simple pleas-
ures of being a high school student for the se-
rious work of defending this great nation. It 
gives me great pleasure to honor Russell and 
offer my congratulations on his graduation. We 
will always be grateful for his service.
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Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, the tele-
communications sector of the economy has 
taken a real battering. Market caps are a frac-
tion of what they were 2 or 3 years ago. Com-
panies such as Lucent continue to lay off em-
ployees and cut back operations. Even the 

large telephone companies have taken signifi-
cant hits in the market and laid off thousands. 

The Federal Communications Commission 
had an opportunity to give these companies a 
boost. In its Triennial Review decision, it could 
have eliminated some regulations that have 
stifled investment and created uncertainty. 

Unfortunately they did not, and to make 
matters worse, here we are 3 months later 
and we still have not seen the FCC’s final 
order. The telecom sector continues to lan-
guish under burdensome outdated regulations. 

Mr. Speaker, it is vital to our nation’s econ-
omy that we promote policies that will encour-
age investment and create jobs and reviving 
the telecom sector is an important part of reju-
venating the nation’s economy.
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Ralph W. Thompson III for his on-
going contributions to the Monterey Peninsula 
in my Central California district. On May 19th, 
2003, the Monterey County Bar Association 
will honor Mr. Thompson with the Chief Jus-
tice Phil Gibson award. The award is named 
in honor of the late California Supreme Court 
Chief Justice and Carmel neighbor of my par-
ents, Phil Gibson. Chief Justice Gibson served 
from 1939 to 1964 and was know for his com-
prehensive reorganization of the California 
court system and for his lonely stance against 
the internment of Japanese-American citizens 
during WWII. The award recognizes service in 
the legal profession that follows in the tradition 
of integrity and innovation set by Chief Justice 
Gibson. 

Mr. Thompson has practiced law in Mon-
terey, California, for many years. He is a grad-
uate of Loma Linda University and California 
Western School of Law. He also holds a Cali-
fornia teaching credential. His professional ca-
reer has included stints with the U.S. Treasury 
Department, the Monterey County District At-
torney’s Office, and various teaching positions 
with Monterey Peninsula College, Golden 
Gate University, and the University of Cali-
fornia. But the bedrock of Mr. Thompson’s ca-
reer has been his stellar legal practice helping 
the people of Monterey County. 

Mr. Thompson enjoys the very highest rep-
utation amongst his peers. He is known for his 
high ethical standards, fair client representa-
tion, and universal courtesy. He is also an in-
novator in his field, having founded one of the 
leading mediation and arbitration practices in 
Central California. He has served in numerous 
professional leadership positions, including 
president of the Monterey County Trial Law-
yers Association, the Monterey County Bar 
Association, and a member of the Consumer 
Attorneys of California Board of Governors. 

Beyond the professional achievements, Mr. 
Thompson has been a leader in the commu-
nity. He has served in leadership roles with 
Legal Services for Seniors, the American Can-
cer Society of Monterey, the Monterey Bay 
Center for the Arts, Rotary, and the Pacific 
Grove Unified School District. The totality of 
this service, both professional and public, war-

rants the recognition of the Gibson award as 
well as this House.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege 
to inform this body today of a truly exceptional 
hospital from my district. Community Hospital 
in Grand Junction, Colorado has recently been 
recognized in the 100 Top Hospitals Study for 
its consistent quality of care and efficient oper-
ations. The study noted that if other hospitals 
gave the same quality care as Community 
Hospital and the others on this list, about 
66,000 lives could be saved every year. At the 
same time, healthcare costs would decrease 
by about $8.9 billion. 

Community Hospital has also recently won 
four ‘‘Patient First Awards’’ for its leadership in 
the healthcare community. These areas—inpa-
tient services, ambulatory surgery, outpatient 
tests and treatment, and emergency serv-
ices—are indicative of the overall high quality 
of care that patients receive at Community 
Hospital. Although this great facility won ‘‘Pa-
tient First Awards’’ for a hospital of its size, its 
inpatient services were ranked first overall for 
hospitals in the survey, regardless of size. 

Mr. Speaker, no matter how you measure it, 
Community Hospital sets a standard of excel-
lence. The hospital is a vital part of the Grand 
Junction Community, and I am truly honored 
to recognize such an outstanding healthcare 
provider and its outstanding team of dedicated 
employees here today.
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Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, on April 26–28 
2003, more than 1200 students from across 
the United States visited Washington, D.C. to 
compete in the national finals of the We the 
People: The Citizen and the Constitution pro-
gram, the most extensive educational program 
in the country developed specifically to edu-
cate young people about the Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights. Administered by the Center 
for Civic Education, the We the People pro-
gram is funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education by an Act of Congress. 

I am proud to announce that the class from 
East High School in Denver, representing the 
State of Colorado won the Mountain/Plains 
Regions award at the finals. This award is pre-
sented to the school in each of five geo-
graphic regions with the highest cumulative 
score during the first two days of the national 
finals. These outstanding students competed 
against 48 other classes from throughout the 
nation and demonstrated a remarkable under-
standing of the fundamental ideals and values 
of America constitutional government. These 
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